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MenuPersonal	menuMy	accountFiltersSearch	)	Preview	Preview	Skip	to	content	Course	Books	by	Mark	Wilson	JonesImprint:	Yale	University	Press	284	Pages,	8.50	x	10.50	in,	245	b-w	+	39	color	illus.	Paperback	9780300102024	Published:	Monday,	10	Nov	2003	$40.00	Out	of	Stock	Skip	to	content	Mark	Wilson	Jones’	book	Principles	of	Roman
Architecture	is	a	major	advance	in	our	understanding	of	the	working	methods	of	Roman	architects.	It	argues,	quite	convincingly,	for	the	existence	of	a	set	of	fairly	standard	design	procedures,	based	usually	on	the	elementary	use	of	rule	and	compass	and	simple	whole	number	dimensions,	and	a	design	process	which	started	from	an	initial	simple
geometric	conception	which,	of	necessity,	was	altered	as	the	design	developed	in	complexity	and	was	adapted	to	the	site.	At	the	end	of	this	process	the	initial	conception	is	often	no	longer	precisely	embodied	in	the	final	building;	it	was	a	starting	point	for	a	process.	The	book	also	argues	that	certain	standardized	procedures	were	quite	widespread
throughout	the	empire,	at	least	from	the	later	first	century	A.D.	**	The	full	review	will	be	published	at	the	end	of	September	in	the	Journal	of	Roman	Archaeology	vol.	15	(2002)	469-72,	which	had	prior	claim	to	it.	The	review	Mr	Howe	intended	for	BMCR	has	now	been	published	as	BMCR	2002.08.39.	**	Mark	Wilson	Jones	is	an	architectural	historian
whose	prime	research	concerns	Greek	and	Roman	architecture.	He	brings	his	investigations	alive	with	a	design	perspective	which	stems	from	his	earlier	career	as	an	architect	in	London	and	Rome	before	becoming	an	academic.	His	working	methods	have	an	archaeological	character	while	his	interests	span	across	the	classical	tradition,	while
engaging	too	with	modern	and	contemporary	design	issues.	Having	begun	his	architectural	education	at	the	University	of	Cambridge	he	went	on	to	win	the	Rome	Prize	in	Architecture	at	the	British	School	at	Rome.	He	is	currently	in	the	Department	of	Architecture	and	Civil	Engineering	at	the	University	of	Bath	where	he	teaches	history,	theory	and
studio.	His	first	book	Principles	of	Roman	Architecture	(Yale	University	Press	2000)	put	forward	a	fresh	vision	of	how	Roman	architects	designed;	it	won	two	important	prizes	and	is	now	in	its	third	edition.	His	later	book	with	the	same	press	Origins	of	Classical	Architecture	has	an	even	more	ambitious	scope,	seeking	to	understand	how	and	why	the
Doric	and	Ionic	and	Corinthian	orders	came	into	being.	His	favorite	building	of	all	-	as	it	is	of	so	many	architects	-	is	the	subject	of	his	new	book,	The	Pantheon	in	Rome	from	Antiquity	to	the	Present,	co-edited	with	Tod	Marder	and	published	by	Cambridge	University	Press	(2015).	The	architects	of	ancient	Rome	developed	a	vibrant	and	enduring
tradition,	inspiring	those	who	followed	in	their	profession	even	to	the	present	day.	This	original	book	is	the	first	to	explore	their	approach	to	design.	Mark	Wilson	Jones	draws	on	both	new	archaeological	discoveries	and	his	own	analyzes	of	the	monuments	to	reveal	how	Roman	architects	went	about	the	creative	process.	Wilson	Jones	begins	by
outlining	the	state	of	knowledge	regarding	Roman	architects,	Vitruvius	in	particular,	as	well	as	the	dynamics	of	design	as	illuminated	by	surviving	architectural	drawings	and	models.	Then,	in	a	series	of	thematic	chapters	dedicated	to	the	plan,	the	elevation,	and	the	principal	distributive	element	of	Roman	buildings,	the	Corinthian	column,	he	focuses
on	underlying	patterns	of	design	that	transcend	function	and	typology.	The	success	of	Roman	architecture	is	shown	to	rest	on	a	robust	yet	subtle	synthesis	of	theory,	beauty,	content,	and	practicality.	At	the	same	time,	it	maintains	a	vital	equilibrium	between	the	apparently	conflicting	goals	of	rule	and	variety.	The	next	part	of	the	book	focuses	on	two
singularly	enigmatic	monuments,	Trajan's	Column	and	the	Pantheon,	to	illustrate	how	architects	might	bend	principles	to	circumstance.	The	author	resolves	long-standing	controversies	over	their	conception,	showing	how	both	structures	came	to	be	modified	after	work	on	the	site	had	begun.	Even	the	Romans'	mighty	building	machine	had	to	come	to
terms	with	the	gap	between	ideals	and	the	physical	realities	of	construction.
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